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Friends and Supporters, 

I like to think that I am a lifelong learner. This mindset informs my leadership and helps me
focus on what matters most: community. It is important for me to listen to and learn from
our students, faculty, staff, Board of Directors, and art lovers who make the Art Students
League of Denver a pillar in the Denver arts community. Fiscal Year 2020-2021 proved to
be a time of immense learning and idea generating. ASLD has emerged from this year of
growth stronger than ever.

We began the Fiscal Year with limited in-person courses and are ending it at full capacity:
with art courses and youth programs, indoor exhibits, and the return of Summer Art
Market. Along the way, our team acted nimbly to respond to the ever-changing landscape,
taking with us lessons learned and new perspectives. As an artist, I look at organizational
challenges the same way I approach the artistic process—what have I learned before and
what can I learn now?

For ASLD to continue to thrive, we rely on every member of our community to help build
the inclusive arts organization we all love. This past year has been a reminder of the
tremendous support you—and many others—have provided us. I am pleased to share
with you ASLD’s Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Impact Report. In this year’s report, we are
spotlighting ASLD’s core values to reaffirm their importance and remind us that it takes
guiding principles to ensure our community is inclusive to all. On the pages that follow, we
invite you to explore what our core values mean to us, and in turn, ask you to discover
what our core values mean to you, as a member of the ASLD community. 
I hope you enjoy learning about our year as much as we enjoy sharing it with you!  

Rachel Basye
Executive Director

ASLD LeadeRSHIp



Dear ASLD Community Members, 

It is with great pleasure that I share the Art Students League of Denver’s Fiscal Year 2020-
2021 Impact Report. On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to sincerely thank you for
your important contributions to our art community this past year. Without a doubt, artists
and art lovers like you demonstrate why art matters through your support of ASLD. We
cannot thank you enough for helping to make the achievements showcased here possible. 

Throughout my nearly four years of service as a member of ASLD’s Board of Directors, I
have been amazed at how much ASLD has accomplished. The faculty, staff and Board of
Directors are visionary, adaptable, and passionate about art and its benefits. In my new
role as Board President, I look forward to strengthening this inclusive art community,
continuing the great work of our team, and helping to build for our future. 

Again, my heartfelt thanks go out to each one of you for making ASLD a special place
where artistic growth happens every day. I look forward to this next Fiscal Year and what
we will accomplish together.  

Nancy Walsh
Board President

ASLD LeadeRSHIp



The Art Students League of Denver provides an inclusive art
community where professional artists guide individuals of all
abilities to reach their highest potential.
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Floorplan of ASLD main building



STORIES bEHInd
the aRTISTS

COMMunITY
The "we" of ASLD includes artists and art lovers of all kinds,
from students and members to faculty and Visiting Artists,
along with our dedicated administrative staff and Board of
Directors.

We provide creative self-expression and lifelong learning to
26,000 students
We interact with a network of more than 50,000 art lovers
We work with more than 20 civic and cultural partner
organizations to bring art to every corner of the Denver
metro area

ASLD is a special community because of the artists who learn and create in our space. This
year, we launched a blog series called Stories Behind the Artists to highlight the artists who
work and play at ASLD, along with the many winding paths an individual's artistic journey
can take.

ASLD has worked tirelessly to bring beauty and
art into our world, especially at a time when the
world is seeing the ugly side of a pandemic.
They expand and cultivate the art community by
providing a space for diversity, equity and
inclusion, which I love. They will always be a
champion in the art community and are an
inexhaustible resource of ultimate creativity.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart! Life
would not be as bearable without you.

Benu Amun Ra,
ASLD Student
(pictured top left in black shirt)

https://asld.org/stories/


COMMunITY

ASLD hosted the 28th annual Summer Art Market
on August 28 & 29, 2021 (after pandemic
conditions forced us to cancel the event in 2020).
It was a weekend full of summer fun, with almost
100 artist booths, faculty demonstrations, and
kidART activities. This year, artists reported their
biggest SAM sales ever, which warmed our hearts
and reminded us of the importance this event has
in the lives of local artists.

members came together to select  a handmade bowl from ASLD artists, fill it with Sweet
Action ice cream, and enjoy an afternoon in our garden. All proceeds from the event
benefited our arts programming. 

During the summer of 2021,
ASLD’s courtyard was filled with
artwork inspired by the summer
solstice for Solstice Garden.
Community members of all ages
brought unique artwork to the
outdoor exhibit, from giant metal
sculptures to mini "fairy houses."

SuMMER aRT MaRkET

SOLSTICE GaRdEn

SundaY SundaE
In July 2021 we hosted our inaugural
Sunday Sundae ice cream bowl
event. Over 100 ASLD community 



LEaRnInG

For 20 years, ASLD’s Visiting Artist Series
has provided members the opportunity
to learn from and connect with nationally
and internationally recognized artists. We
bring 4-6 visiting artists to Denver each
year to host programming including
lectures, workshops, exhibits and
community engagement collaborations.
This program is made possible by funding
from generous partners like the Olson-
Vander Heyden Foundation.

The ASLD Atelier program brings Colorado artists to
ASLD for weekend workshops. These workshops serve
to supplement ASLD's regular programming, and are
often an opportunity to gauge the interest level in a
new medium or course before adding it to the ASLD
roster on a regular basis. 

vISITInG aRTIST
SERIES

During the fall of 2020, Visiting Artist Gregg Deal created an installation in the courtyard of
ASLD that included a full-size tipi, furnished on the inside with art, books and items
exploring the notion of modern indigenous identity and the impact of the white gaze. Deal
and artist JayCee Beyale decorated the outside of the tent with graffiti. Deal also led a
workshop on art and activism, and used the installation as part of a performance piece.

aTELIER

2020 aTELIER ARTISTS
Anna Kaye, Watercolor
Michelle Lamb, Assemblage Sculpture
Melanie Yazzie, Printmaking (pictured
left in black mask)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZUYDAuuw2Y


LEaRnInG

We employ over 130 local artists as faculty
members, in addition to bringing in artists from
around the world for our Visiting Artist Series,
Atelier program, guest lectures, and other paid
opportunities. ASLD believes that creating and
teaching art are valuable contributions to any
community, which is why we're committed to
paying artists fair wages for the work they do.
ASLD's status as a W.A.G.E. certified
organization verifies this commitment.

W◼a◼G◼e◼
CERTIFIEd

After completing a long-term training with consultant Erin Yoshimura
(pictured left), this year challenged the ASLD team to find our footing
as we continue to center JEDIA in our daily work. Our greatest lesson
has been that we are most successfully carrying out our JEDIA values
when we are bringing them into everything we do here at ASLD, from
workshops and exhibits to fundraising and beyond. 

JuSTICE, EQuITY, DIvERISTY, InCLuSIOn,
aCCESSIBILITY (JEDIa) COMMITTEE

During the winter, ASLD welcomed visiting
lecturer Shantay Robinson to give a virtual
presentation on three eras of African American
art over the course of 100 years. We received
very positive feedback on the lecture and
enjoyed the opportunity to integrate more art
history into our programming.

Our JEDIA committee continues to meet regularly and we were especially excited to add
several board members to the committee this year.

GuEST LECTuRE

https://wageforwork.com/home





aRTISTIC
SELF-EXpRESSIOn

YOuTH COuRSES 
 SuMMER CaMpS

ASLD offers year-round afterschool
and weekend programs for youth
ages 6-13, as well as our popular
Friday night Teen Studio for ages
14-17. During the summer of 2021,
we offered more than 60 summer
camps (with options for both in-
person and online learning) to more
than 400 excited young artists!

For the first time in the 6-year
history of the program, Teen Studio
Night was held online throughout
2020. We're happy to report that
the digital format didn't stop our
young artists from learning and
connecting with peers! More than
512 teens engaged with the
program this year, and we saw an
increase in teens joining from
outside Denver while the program
was held virtually.

TEEn STudIO 



Our courses aim to meet each artist where they're at
on their creative path. In FY 2020-2021, we offered 639
adult courses in a broad range of media.

Art is a tool for self-expression and
it helps make meaning of the world
around us. This exhibit, curated by
Holly-Kai Hurd and Suzi Q. Smith,
used visual art and ekphraistic
poetry to consider the lived
experience of Black Americans
following the summer of racial
uprisings in 2020. The exhibit
exemplified ASLD's practice of
offering artists the space to
process social issues and represent
identity through art.

aRTISTIC
SELF-EXpRESSIOn

aduLT COuRSES

JOY and paIn:
a MO(v)EMEnT

Artwork by Holly-Kai Hurd

aRT FOR WELLBEInG
We believe art has the power to transform lives by
offering respite in challenging times, providing hope
and inspiration, and boosting emotional well-being.
According to Americans for the Arts, spending just 30
minutes each day creating art can improve your mental
health.

Faculty member Lorenzo Chavez

https://blog.americansforthearts.org/2021/02/03/strengthening-mental-health-through-the-arts-including-mine


In May 2021, ASLD faculty member Adriana Rondón Rivero taught a virtual
workshop on healing through art. Presented in partnership with the Biennial of the
Americas, this workshop was taught simultaneously in both English and Spanish
and included participants from the US, Mexico, and Venezuela.

InCLuSIOn
bIG HEaRT
SCHOLARSHIp
pROGRaM
ASLD is committed to providing access to art-
making for all artists. We believe financial
limitations should never be a barrier to creativity.
Each year, we provide youth and adult
scholarships to artists in our community. During
Fiscal Year 2020-2021, 16 youth scholarship
recipients and 43 adult scholarship recipients
were awarded a grand total of $32,000. We
appreciate funding from our partners who help
make this possible. 

dIvERSITY in the
aRTS InTERnSHIp
A strong arts community is an arts community
with leaders that represent the diversity of our
Denver community. That’s why we’re proud to
be the fiscal host for the Diversity in the Arts
(DITA) internship program. DITA creates paid
internship opportunities and fosters a pipeline
to leadership in the arts and culture sector for
students from traditionally underrepresented
communities. 2021 marked the third summer of
this program.

COnnECTInG GLObaLLY

https://www.ditainternship.com/


FInanCIaLS
ASLD finished Fiscal Year 2020-2021 on August 31, 2021 in a cautiously optimistic position.
Compared to previous fiscal years prior to the pandemic, we saw a decrease in overall
expenses while experiencing an increase in support, thereby resulting in a net surplus. 
 The increase in support was largely due to a variety of COVID-19 relief funds, including
government and foundation funds, all of which were one-time only sources of support.



FInanCIaLS
fy20-21 INCOME

fy20-21 SuPPORT

fy20-21 EXPENSE

*Government Credits and Relief includes the Paycheck Protection Program and the Emergency Injury
Disaster Loan
**Program Expense includes Courses, Visiting Artist, Community Engagement
***Administrative Expense includes Wages, Benefits, Taxes and Insurance
****Other Non Cash Expense includes Depreciation, Loan Interest, etc.






THank YOu 
TO OuR SuppORTERS

Gifts $20,000+
Bonfils-Stanton Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Olson-Vander Heyden Foundation
Scientific and Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) 
The Denver Foundation
 
Gifts $10,000 - $19,999
Meininger Art Supply
PeyBack Foundation
Spencer Fane LLP
The Anschutz Foundation
The Hugh and Michelle Harvey Family 
    Foundation
The Sparkjoy Foundation
Rose Community Foundation
The Connie Burwell White & William White                    
    Foundation
 
Gifts $5,000 - $9,999
Gordon and Gerri Baron
Peter Durst
Ent Credit Union  
Taylor and Molly Kirkpatrick
Connie McArthur and Patti Klinge
Sheila Fortune Foundation
The George L. Shields Foundation
Galen and Ada Belle Spencer Foundation

In-Kind Gifts
Amp the Cause 
Centric Elevator
Constellation Brands
Dressel-Martin MediaWorks, Inc. 
Little Pub Company
Metropolis Coffee
Pepsi Beverages Company
Shamrock Foods 

Gift $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous (2) 
Dave Barnes
Kent Bowers
Elise Brenninkmeyer
Kay Brouillette and Chuck Halaska
Michael Charney
Colorado Family Law Project  
Ann Daley
Denver Arts & Venues 
Denver Museum of Nature & Science  
Jim Dicker
Dill and Dill 
Virginia Fuller
Woody Garnsey
Barbara Gerber
Patrick Hickey
Becky Holman
JFM Foundation 
Maha Kamal
Patrick Mooney
NINE dot ARTS 
Holly Oliphant
Renewal by Andersen 
Cheryl and Bruce Scott
Dea Shea and Edward Erickson
Kathryn Spuhler
Andy and Jodi Stemple
Greg Sullivan
The Melvin & Elaine Wolf Foundation, Inc.  
UMB Bank 
Harry Utter
Patrice Werner



THaNK YOu
TO OuR SuPPORTERS
Gifts $500-999
Anonymous (2) 
Linnea Brown
William Caile
William Char
Raj Chaudhuri
Daniel and Ilene Cohen
Paulette Dalpes
Theresa Davis
Kate Davis
Mark Dickson
Greg Dye
Robert Eilert
Erica Farber
Wyndol Furman
Bill and Linda Graham
Kaye Hurtt
John Hutchison
Dan Johnson
Max and Marguerite Martin
Judd Mercer
Kalliopi Monoyios
Amy Mower
Oracle NetSuite  
Pay it Forward Charitable Fund 
Neal Pierman
Barbara Sanders
Katharine Smith-Warren
David van Buskirk
Nancy Welter
WPX Energy  
Bruce Zander

Gift $250 - $499
Leslie Allen
Anonymous (3)  
Peggy Bender
Anne Bennet
Boettcher Foundation 
Roger Carver
Jocelyn Childs
Kirsten Collins
Community First Foundation 
Empower Retirement 
Scott and Michele Foust
Christine Fullerton 
Jennifer Garner
Laura Lee Gastis
Anne Griswold
Jim and Laura Hahn
Sarah James
Edward Karg and Richard Kress
Patricia Krehbiel
Kevin Larson
Ann and Hal Logan
Fred Lunger
Michael Makley
Milroy Alexander
Var Mullen
Christie G. Murata
Sue Oswalt
Aubrey Ryan
Holley Sanford
Robert Savi
Jim Schwartz
Sarah Shay
Sophie Steuer
Christina Valastro
Jan Vanderlinden
Joan Weiss

Don't see your name? We're
so sorry! Send an email to
Sarah James at
s.james@asld.org and she'll
update the list right away. 

http://asld.org/


Executive Committee
Patrice Werner, President
Elise Brenninkmeyer, Vice President
Patrick Hickey, Treasurer
Harry Utter, Secretary
Nancy Walsh, Member At-Large

IMPaCT PaRTNERS

Lifetime Non-Voting Members
Mark Berzins, Past President
Connie McArthur, Past President
Philip Levine, Founder & Past President
Henry Meininger, Founder & Past President

BoaRD OF DIRECTORS

Members At-Large
Jim Calvert
Raj Chaudhuri, Faculty Liaison
Kate Davis
Holly-Kai Hurd, Faculty Liaison
Maha Kamal
Marie Medina, Young Professional
Kate Rooney
Deb Rosenbaum, Faculty Liaison
Robert Savi

Thanks to these generous partners for their support!

For the 2020-2021 fiscal year



KeeP In ToUcH

Facebook.com/ArtStudentsLeagueDenver

Instagram.com/ArtStudentsLeagueDenver

Youtube.com/ArtStudentsLeagueofDenver

Subscribe

303-778-6990

Outdoor exhibit 2020 is Hindsight

https://www.facebook.com/ArtStudentsLeagueDenver/
https://www.instagram.com/artstudentsleaguedenver/
https://www.youtube.com/ArtStudentsLeagueofDenver
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=0016mDWXmlC-eAsLnwhCt3G047Psd2lavF8FoIKXctuJnRQLqOljy35ONSLV_R0q8nrIqaLNv-Oe22Pe0wpwFhynURwldBiCLeYOZASBL6jHICfWJzyEnDt10FcdAv5lkRpo5O1eox44Ik_gX6f7dPXWg%3D%3D

